Perioperative pain management of a complex orthopedic surgical procedure with double continuous nerve blocks in a burned child.
The use of catheters for continuous nerve blocks has been established in children, although in most series only one catheter was used. We report a case of a 3-yr-old child who underwent a toe-to-finger transfer managed with 2 regional catheters: axillary and sciatic. A pain score of 0 was noted during the entire study period. The total dose of bupivacaine was limited to an acceptable range, and the child recovered completely. This report adds to growing evidence in favor of the safety and efficacy of continuous peripheral nerve blocks in pediatric patients. Double continuous nerve blocks allow optimal analgesia in burned children after complex orthopedic surgery without major adverse events. Plasma concentrations of bupivacaine remained small during the study period.